
Novice Schola Classes

Arts and Sciences

Calligraphy 101 – Bronwyn of Wentworth 
Think you can't do calligraphy because your handwriting stinks? How about no time? Too expensive? 

Too hard? Or some other excuse...you would be wrong. Come and see just how easy it is.
*****

Look At It This Way! - Mistress Elwynne of Wentworth
How do you see things? Outline? Shapes? On a grid? Let's spend some time looking at illuminations and 
discover how we each look at something, and possibly new ways to do that. What looks like an intimidating and 
complex border may not be as hard to do as you think. Some tips and tricks will be shared along the way. 

*****

Love the Squiggles! - Mistress Eleanore MacCarthaigh
How to do illuminated pen work to dress up or illuminate your scrolls. Bring pens if you have them, but everyone 
will be able to try it. Handout provided. 

*****

Beginning Kumihimo  ̶  - Lord Aleksei Dmitriev
Learn the ancient art of Japanese braiding. Create a kumihimo loom out of foam and then weave a basic 16-
strand braid. If time permits, we will also go over some more advanced patterns and braids. Hands on. Materials 
will be provided in kits,with a limited choice of string colors for braiding, enough to complete a bracelet length 
braid. Materials cost is $2, and will be limited to 12. Class size is not limited for those who want to observe and 
receive a handout. One hour.
                                             *****

BasicWire-Weaving (Trichinopoly) – Lord Aleksei Dmitriev
Learn the basic pattern for creating wire woven strands for Norse necklaces and jewelry. If time permits, we will 
also go over some more advanced patterns. Hands on. Bring a small needle-nose pliers with snips if you have 
one (not necessary to attend class). Materials will be provided in kits that include a dowel, enough wire to create 
a bracelet, and a draw board. A few extra pairs of pliers will be available for loan. Materials cost $5,and will be 
limited to 12. Class size is not limited for those who want to observe and receive a handout. One hour.

*****
How Do I Pronounce This Dead Language? A Crash Course in Reading the International Phonetic Alphabet -  
Lady Aildreda de Tamworthe
The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a system devised for accurately transcribing the sounds of speech. 
It is particularly useful to those who are trying to learn how to pronounce a language that is no longer commonly 
spoken, such as Old French, Middle English, or many other languages from our historical period of study. This 
class will cover the most commonly-used symbols, the basic vocabulary associated with phonetic transcription, 
and involve a great deal of making funny sounds out loud.

******

Your First "Period" All-Grain Brew - Magnus hvalmagi 

This is a beginner level class, but not a rank novice class. Some very basic brewing experience helps. It's more 
a class aimed at novice grain brewers and period brewers. Age restriction should be 21+.  This will not be a 
hands-in class - no brewing will happen. Instead, it will be an overview of how to do it, along with the principles of
period brewing and redaction. I'll bring some equipment along for show and tell.

A whiteboard would probably also be handy for this class.
*****

Crewel Embroidery  - Ana Ilevna 



No experience needed, all ages welcome, limit 6 students 
*****

Sock Darning – Lady Henna Sinclair
Hand knit socks are awesome.  Handspun, handknit socks are even better and perfect for garb.  But the holes!  
Darning to the rescue.  I'll show you ways to extend the life of your handknits (not only socks) by darning the 
wear by a couple of different techniques.  Bring your handknit socks...worn or holey. Limit 6 hands on, but open 
to all

*****

Beginning Naalbinding - Lady Ose Silverhair 
Oslo stitch, York stitch if time allows. Materials will be provided. Limit 6

*****

Period Woodwinds with recorder instruction - Mistress Deonna von Aachen, OL 
1.woodwind instruments in period - what they are, how they sound, a chance to try one, how to get one
2. learn to play recorder - learn the basics and play a tune by the end of class.  No music reading or instrumental
music experience needed.  Instructor will bring instruments or bring your own.  

*****

Introduction to Blackwork -Lady Mariot Carllein 
Learn 2 simple stitches used in Blackwork embroidery, and look at a variety of examples, both extant pieces and 
portrays in art.  Blackwork was widely used in the 16th century on clothing and on household items. Limit: 6

*****

Basic Lucet Cord – Lady Elaine Morningthorpe
Learn to make useful cord with a lucet.

*****

Beginning Beadwork - Lady Isabeau Du Valle 
A brief history of the use of beading on garb through the SCA period. I will also offer techniques on how to create
beadwork that is both beautiful as well as functional and washable. 
Limit 20, $2

*****

Intro to Quilting – Mistress Sarah Davies

Chinese Exercises for Health – Mistress Elwynne of Wentworth, Master Lyle fitz William 
No matter how much or little people do physically, we all need to move, from large movements like jumping to 
small movements like ensuring proper blood circulation. This is a good class for both athletes and the more 
sedentary of us. 

` *****

Movement is life!  In China there is a long tradition of healing breath and movement, and gathering energy. 
Today we will start with a simple chi gong exercise, followed by a few types of silk reeling, and then Baduanjin 
(Eight Pieces of Brocade). These exercises are done by people of a wide range of physical ability; please come 
and try them!
Duration: 1 hr.

*****
Green Things In Small Spaces: The Medieval Garden In The Modern City - Baroness Ysabella de Draguignan 

Beginning Medieval gardening with a focus on growing in small yards and apartments. You don’t need an acre to
grow medieval plants, all you need is a window box!

Class Size: Unlimited Fee: $1

*****

Basic netting - how to tie the netting knot – Rita Bartholomew
This basic netting class will teach how to fill a netting shuttle, prepare to net using a cord for a tension 
device, how to make diamond-mesh netting in rows, one method to tie the netting knot, one increase, one 



decrease, how to join new threads, and how to finish off loose ends.  This will be accomplished through 
making a rectangular net bag.  There will also be a handout with information about where to find netting 
tools and supplies and further instruction in netting.
No previous netting experience is required. Limit 10 very patient people.  others audit the class but there 
may not be enough equipment for them to use.
For $5.00 I can provide a netting shuttle, two mesh sticks, cord for tension device, string to make a net 
bag, and handouts which will include a pattern for the bag.  
Students should be at least 10 or mature enough to focus on learning to net.

*****

Square-mesh Netting – Rita Bartholomew
Square-mesh netting is used as the ground for lacis or net embroidery.  This beginning square-mesh 
netting class will teach how to make square meshes out of diamond-mesh netting.  It WILL NOT teach you
how to net.  Samples of squares and rectangles will be completed.  The handouts will include the 
instructions for the samples and a generic pattern for both squares and rectangles, so the students may 
create any size square or rectangle in square-mesh netting.,The ability to net is a prerequisite for this 
class. Limit 10 (with tools from previous class)  others can audit the class but there may not be enough 
equipment for them to use. The same tools that were used in the basic netting class can be used here.
 There would be a $2.00 fee for the handouts and string for this class Students should be at least 10 or 
mature enough to focus on learning to net.

*****

An Introduction to Norse Poetry - Magnus hvalmagi 
This is a basic class aimed at getting people acquainted with much of the poetry of the Norse (pre- and post-
Viking). Some handouts detailing specific forms will also be included. Many examples of poetry will be available -
both written and read. 
A whiteboard would be very useful for this class.

****
Dance

Intro to Dance - Lord Richard de Troye 

*****
Martial

Basics of Italian Rapier.- Don Donovan Shinnock 
Introduction to Historic Italian Rapier: This class will introduce you to common concepts in Italian rapier, drawing 
from Giganti, Fabris, and Capo Ferro. While not an in-depth examination of any particular master, it is intended 
to demystify the manuals and concepts somewhat and give the student a leg up on working through them on 
their own.

*****

Beginner Fighter class - Lord Harkin MacTighearnan 

*****

So this is your first melee -  Sir Tommaltach
How to not really die. class. Tips and strategies on how to enjoy your first mass battle. What to do and what to 
avoid doing. Slot me in for that one if you still ned to fill some space.

*****

"intro to watching heavy list for non-fighters: how come some hits look good, but aren't and other details  - 
Gryffyn 

*****



Garb

Fitting 101 Class: Allison Pettengill 

Does your garb rumple in the wrong places? Are your sleeves always binding or to tight? Your hosen always 
slide down when you sit down? These and other problems stem from incorrect fit; historical garb was not made 
for a rack, it was made for the individual. Purchased patterns come in standard sizes, they are not designed to fit
you like any historical garment would have been.  In this class we will focus on altering a pattern or existing 
garment to your for better fit.  We will also discuss how to alter a pattern to change the look of a garment and 
how to alter for movement. Bring with you any garb that doesn't fit right or feels awkward to wear. Or Bring along 
your next pattern you plan on making!

Materials: Note book, a pattern and or piece of garb, extra scrap paper or pattern paper, tape, paper scissors, 
straight edge (or French curve if you are feeling adventurous).

*****

Hand finishing: Allison Pettengill 

Do your hand sewn hems rip out if you step on them? Are you terrified of hand sewn eyelets? Do you want a 
more period and durable way to finish your seams? Have you thought about making garb by hand but don't 
know how to do it yet? In this class we will study the basic hand stitches and how they can help make your garb 
stronger. We will also discuss various resources to learn more.

Materials: Muslin or plain scrap fabric, needle(s), pins, and a thread that highly contrasts with your fabric. 

*****

Trim – Baroness Jolanna
How to apply trim.  Applying trim to round and square necklines. General overall of trim thru the ages. I will have 
trimmings there so they can see the differences. class limit about 10 

*****

An Introduction to Norse Poetry - Magnus hvalmagi
This is a basic class aimed at getting people acquainted with much of the poetry of the Norse (pre- and post-
Viking). Some handouts detailing specific forms will also be included. Many examples of poetry will be available -
both written and read. 
A whiteboard would be very useful for this class.

SCA Life

Heraldry Consultations - Anarra Karlsdottir 
2 hours

*****

Making Friends in the SCA - Baron Ernst & Master Liam St Liam

SCA 101, 102, 103 - Baron Ernst & Master Liam St Liam
A lively discussion of various aspects of the SCA including how to get involved, who is who, what do we do, why 
do we do it. These 2 instructors are not to be missed!

SCA 101: What is the SCA, SCA History, things to do in the SCA. 

SCA 102: Awards and ranks, what do people who have certain ranks wear, do you address people of different 
ranks, how do you recommend someone for an award. 

SCA 103: Peerages, court and research. 
*****

How to Clean That -  Mistress Eleanore MacCarthaigh
A lesson on how to help in the kitchen but don’t know what to do or how to do it. The class will also be helpful to 



cooks or cleanup leaders who want to be prepared for the efforts of unskilled volunteers.

*****


